
.» (This advertisement paid for by the undersigned 
members of the Environmental Defense Fund) 

OPEN LETTER TO WILLIAM K. REILLY 
ADMINISTRATOR, UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

Dear Administrator Reilly, 

As an environmentalist and an active member of the Environmental 
Defense Fund, I strongly urge you to deny Ethyl Corporation's application for 
"HiTec 3000," a toxic manganese-based gasoline additive. 

•JdLcJL yusJt X^i^-JU^tL^jtkjU Sincerely, a f) J 

_, U -i. er tr\ < / / The Undersigned Members of the 
Environmental Defense Fund 
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have been imposed on the use of lead in 
gasoline—only after prolonged debate 
and litigation, it should be noted—we are 
just now confronting the extraordinarily 
difficult challenge of cleaning up the 
residues of "lead faiiout from playgrounds, 
roadsides, and backyards in America. 

The parallels between Ethyl's 1990 
proposal to use manganese and its 1925 
lead proposal are chilling. The exclusive 
justification for each additive is its 
purported effect on emissions of hydro­
carbons and nitrous oxides from cars. No 
data were or are given on the potential 
cumulative health effects of massive 
inputs of a toxic metal into the environ­
ment, its deposition on surface dusts and 

public concern over pollutants in global 
and local air. The purported reductions, 
if any, are very small and are over­
whelmed by the health costs of exposure 
to manganese. 

Amazingly, in light of the history of 
leaded gasoline, Ethyl finds it unnecessary 
to do anything more in 1990 than it did in 
1925. Ignoring contrary evidence, it 
selectively cites bits of data to support its 
contention that the use of MMT will not 
increase airborne manganese concentra­
tions over cities, and provides no data on 
the impacts of manganese additives on 
manganese levels in other parts of the 
environment. It presents no in-depth 
review of the health effects of manganese, 
nor—more important—any discussion 
of critical gaps in the data about manga-
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accumulate in many places—particolarly 
in urban dusts and soils—trxit are subject 
to intensive human interaction and that 
will be sources of direct human exposure 
to manganese. 

We rarely have an opportunity to 
apply the clear lessons of 50 years of 
very similar experience. To disregard 
these lessons by approving the widespread 
and inevitably dispersive use of man­
ganese would be to invite repetition of 
the public health catastrophe associated 
with the use of lead as a gasoline additive 
since 1925. Society cannot afford such a 
repetition. EDF is urging EPA to reject 
this new application and immediately 
suspend all currently permitt 
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We simply can't let Ethyl Corp.' put another toxTc^heavy "*_ 

imetal additive in gasoline! There's no reason to open our 
"j environment to a new health, hazard. We can't tolerate future — -
unknown clean-up costs when this problem is altogether 

" preventable todays- ——— 

Ethyl Corporation managed to fool the public once . . . and' 
the resulting damage to the environment and public health, much 
of it irreparable, is done. All we can say now is "Shame on 
them." 

But if we let them do it again, shame on us! 
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Mary P. Leonard 

1403 Crestv iew Drive 

Vermillion, South Dakota 57069 

October 22, 1990 

Mr. William Reilly, Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator: 

Ethyl Corporation's "HiTec 3000" (MMT) sounds like 
some high technology which may well lead to health 
problems for the people and the environment of the 
United States. Please deny the Ethyl Corporation's 
application for this toxic manganese-based gasoline 
additive. Please say "no." 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Mary Leonard 
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Mary I nornton Omitn 

192 East 75tk Street 

New York, New York 10021 

October 2k, 1990 

Dear Mr. Reilly, 

I am writing to ask you to please 
not approve the use of the gasoline addi­
tive HiTec 3000 which the Ethyl Corporation 
is planning to put on the market. Since 
the long-term effects of this product on 
the environment and on our health are not 
yet known, I beg you to reject the applica­
tion of the Ethyl Corporation of America. 

Very truly yours, 
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JACK E. BROOKINS, President Emeritus 
Southwestern Oregon Community College 
1323 Bayview Avenue 
North Bend, Oregon 97459 (503) 756-3411 

November 2 , 1990 

Mr. Wi l l i am K. R e i l l y , A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n Agency 
401 M S t r e e t , SW 
Wash ing ton , DC 20460 

Dear Mr. R e i l l y : 

I strongly urge you to deny Ethyl 

Corporation's application for "HiTec 300." 

It is a toxic manganese-based gasoline 

additive. 

I do not want my grand children ex­

posed to this toxic additive. 

Thank you, 
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As part of the comprehensive series of tests" 
Ethyl checked "catalyst conversion efficiency^ 
— the ability of automobile catalysts to con- f\y. !j 
vert the regulated emissions of hydroc^bons*-Vrj+L' 
(HC), carbon monoxide (CO) and nitrogen \ 
oxide (NOx) to non-regulated materials. 

The driving tests were conducted on a 48car 
fleet for a total of more than three million test 
miles. Half of the cars of each model group 
were run on^clear" test fuel. The other half 
were run'on clear fuel with HiTEC 3000 added. 

Tte-iresiufe 
/o After fleet cars had accumulated 75,000 miles, 

Ethyl analyzed them for conversion efficiency. 
- When compared with conversion efficien­

cies of catalysts run on clear test-fuel, those 
run with HiTEC 3000 were found to be the 
same for HC, approximately/1.1 percentage 
points better for CO and 3:3 percentage 

\ \ points better for NOx./ 
V • / / 
° Fleet cars were checked after 50,000 miles 

for performance of oxygen sensors. For 
each model^the oxygen sensors were 
removed from each automobile and individ­
ually tested. 
-The results showed no difference in perfor­

mance of the oxygen sensors from cars run 
on the clear fuel versus cars run on the same 
fuel containing HiTEC 3000. 

° Fleet cars also were tested at the end of 
75,000 miles to determine if catalyst plug­
ging occurred. This was done by measuring 
the pressure level of the exhaust before it 
enters the catalyst 

- There was no evidence of catalyst plugging 
on any of the vehicles. 

The results of all these tests clearly demonstrate 
that use of HiTEC 3000 does not cause cata­
lyst plugging, nor does it degrade the perfor­
mance of the automobile's emission system. 
In fact, catalyst efficiency is improved. 
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HiTEC 3000 in gasoline has other benefits as 
well. 

• It allows refiners to reduce highly toxic 
aromatics such as benzene in gasoline. 

• It also reduces crude oil refining require­
ments, which means that crude oil sup­
plies will go further and production costs 
should decrease. 

As a result, the consumer will benefit, and the 
national interest will be served. 

Virtually everyone who has studied America's 
air-quality problem has concluded that it is a 
difficult, complex problem with no single, sim­
ple solution. Cleaner air will require a wide 
range of policy actions that address all sources 
of pollution for both the short- and long-run. 
Our test results show that HiTEC 3000 can 
play an important role in the quest for clean 
air. HiTEC 3000 can be on the market shortly 
after it is approved by the EPA, and reduced 
NOx emissions from automobiles will occur in 
direct proportion to its use. 

HiTEC 3000 reduces auto emissions, especially 
NOx. If s economical. It's readily available. 
And it reduces our dependence on foreign oil. 

EPA Waiver Request 

As a result of these new tests, Ethyl Corpora­
tion has asked the Environmental Protection 
Agency for a waiver under the Clean Air Act to 
allow the use of HiTEC 3000 in gasoline at a 
concentration of 1/32 gram of manganese per 
gallon. Thaf s one drop in a gallon, or about a 
half-teaspoon for a 20-gallon tank. With EPA 
approval, we will market HiTEC 3000 for use 
in all U.S. gasoline. 
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